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A long-standing County Flood 

Control District collected taxes 

and worked in 10% of the county 

and Bay shoreline and along 

none of the Pacific coastline

With many cities 
along the Bay and 
few on the Pacific 
coast, the County 
and cities were not 
well-positioned to 
address this 
transformative 
challenge 

Brisbane

Belmont

Half Moon Bay

Pacifica

Daly City

Pescadero

Resilience to climate change’s impacts requires an urgent, holistic approach to:

• GEOGRAPHY – align and connect protection for neighboring jurisdictions

• THREATS – more extreme storms and substantial sea level rise

• OBJECTIVES – reduce threats; turn waterways & shorelines from liabilities into assets 
integrated into communities; utilize green infrastructure and public and private lands
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The District has become involved in new projects that:

• Build long-term resilience to climate-driven water-related impacts

• Involve, benefit, and have the support of multiple jurisdictions

• Have a clear role for the new District where we add value

• Have opportunities for multiple benefits



Through State legislation (AB 825 in 2019), the District was established January 1, 2020 
with start up funding from the County and all 20 cities within it.  

FY2021-22 priorities include:

• Complete our first construction project – a long-planned effort to protect 5 mobile 
home parks from frequent flooding from the Bayfront Canal and Atherton Channel

• Advance new multi-jurisdictional projects that connect and align substantial 
protection for neighboring jurisdictions, and projects in 3 long-standing flood zones

• Work with cities and developers so that private property and public infrastructure is 
planned in the context of future climate conditions and regional protection efforts

• Develop a source of long-term, stable funding for climate resilience work



The County’s 2018 proposal for the 
creation of the District and the May 2019 
C/CAG recruitment of District Board 
members stated:

The District’s mission and role would    
be to address sea level rise, flooding, 
coastal erosion, and large-scale 
stormwater infrastructure 
improvements through integrated 
regional planning, design, permitting, 
project implementation, and              
long-term operations and maintenance 
to create a resilient “one shoreline”     
San Mateo County by 2100.

Draft 2021 Countywide Local Hazard Mitigation Plan

The District will consider supporting multi-benefit regional stormwater capture facilities and protect 
areas that frequently flood against future conditions, particularly when our flood zones and multiple 
jurisdictions are involved.

Regarding Stormwater


