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CalAPP Program Overview

Legislation
• Senate Bill 129 (Skinner, Budget Act of 2021)
• “…support a grant program for cities, counties, or cities and counties 

to establish online solar permitting.”

Budget • $20 Million from General Fund
• Up to 5% for Administrative Costs

Application Deadline • Applications must be submitted by May 1, 2023

Funding Liquidation • Grant activities must be completed by May 31, 2027
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Eligibility 
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Type (Total in CA) Example(s)

City (482) City of San Jose, Town of Danville, City of San Diego

County (58) County of Tehama, County of Los Angeles, County of Solano

City and County (1) San Francisco



Grant Application Process
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Funding Levels
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Applicant Population Maximum Award Amount

Less Than 50,000 $40,000

50,000 to 99,999 $60,000

100,000 to 200,000 $80,000

Greater Than 200,000 $100,000



Reimbursable Costs
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Allowable Unallowable

Staff time (IT, third-party 
consultation, etc.)

Costs incurred prior to grant 
agreement execution 

Staff & installer training Costs not directly related to 
adoption of permitting platform

Maintenance and subscription 
costs for supporting software

Typically excluded items such as 
food for training events

Early SolarAPP+ adopters that add 
permitting for energy storage All other



Application Form Overview
• Applications accepted via electronic email submittal

• Submittal Deadline: May 1, 2023
• Application is non-competitive, approved as first-come, first-served
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Applications Overview

9

CalAPP Submission Overview

Applications Approved 32

Cities 27

Counties 5

Applications Executed 11

Total Requested Funding $1,860,000



Senate Bill 379
• Senate Bill 379 signed on 9/16/22
• Requires a city, county, or city and county to implement an online, automated 

permitting platform such as SolarAPP+
• Exemption for cities with population < 5,000
• Exemption for counties with population < 150,000 

• Includes each city within that county

• Specifies report of compliance and annual reporting to CEC thereafter 
• Requires CEC to adopt Guidelines pursuant to this bill
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More Information and Q&A

• Program webpage: https://www.energy.ca.gov/calapp
• Application Form accessible from this page

• Please join our CalAPP Program email list server, available from our 
webpage or at https://ww2.energy.ca.gov/listservers/index_cms.html

• CEC Contact: CalAPP@energy.ca.gov
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