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The proposed childcare center is clearly an ancillary use within the development, intended 
primarily for care of children of employees within the campus, and representing about 3% of 
the overall project square footage.  Additionally, the site is located within an urban, rather than 
suburban setting and no intensity limits are included in either the San Carlos ALUCP or the 
2011 Handbook.  As a result, it is recommended that the proposed childcare use be determined 
consistent with the safety policies and criteria of the ALUCP. 
  
(c) Airspace Protection  
 
Structure Heights 
 
The San Carlos ALUCP incorporates the provisions in Title 14 of the Code of Federal 
Regulations Part 77 (14 CFR Part 77), “Objects Affecting Navigable Airspace,” as amended, to 
establish height restrictions and federal notification requirements related to proposed 
development within the 14 CFR Part 77 airspace boundaries for San Carlos Airport.      
 
Per Airspace Protection Policy 5, in order to be deemed consistent with the ALUCP, the 
maximum height of a new structure must be the lower of 1) the height of the controlling 
airspace protection surface shown on Exhibit 4-4; or 2) the maximum height determined to not 
be a “hazard to air navigation” by the FAA in an aeronautical study prepared pursuant to filing 
of Form 7460-1.    
 
As proposed, the life science buildings have a maximum height of 119 ft. to the top of the 
rooftop mechanical equipment.  With a ground elevation of approximately 28 feet above mean 
sea level (AMSL), the overall height of the life science buildings would be 147 feet AMSL.  
Per San Carlos Exhibit 4-4, the airspace protection surface above the project site lies at 155’ 
AMSL, so the proposed project would be below this surface.  Additionally, the project sponsor 
has received a “Determination of No Hazard to Air Navigation” from the FAA for each 
building (Attachment 5).  Accordingly, the project is determined to be consistent with the 
Airspace Protection Policy 5. 
 
Other Flight Hazards 
 
Within AIA B, certain land use characteristics are recognized as hazards to air navigation and, 
per Airspace Protection Policy 6, need to be evaluated to ensure compatibility with FAA rules 
and regulations.  These characteristics include the following: 
 

• Sources of glare, such as highly reflective buildings, building features, or blight lights 
including search lights, or laser displays, which would interfere with the vision of pilots 
in command of an aircraft in flight; 

 
• Distracting lights that could be mistaken for airport identification lightings, runway 

edge lighting, runway end identification lighting, or runway approach lighting; 
 

• Sources of dust, smoke, water vapor, or steam that may impair the visibility of a pilot in 
command of and aircraft in flight; 

 
• Sources of electrical/electronic interference with aircraft communications/navigation 

equipment; or 
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