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Understanding the Law

The rule prohibits the driver of a motor
vehicle from passing a bicycle in the same
direction on a highway at a distance of less
than 3 feet between the vehicle and the
bicycle.

Where 3 feet of clearance isn’t available, the
driver must slow down and pass only when it’s
safe to do so. The driver may not cross a
double yellow center line, even to provide the
required clearance.21760(c) CVC



Filing a
Report

www.smcsheriff.com

Bicyclists can now use the Sheriff’s
online crime portal to report vehicles
operating in an unlawful manner,
including not obeying the 'three-foot
rule'

A category titled, "Bicycle Complaints"
has been added to the online reporting
system 

Violations must occur in our contract
cities: Millbrae, San Carlos, Woodside,
Portola Valley and Half Moon Bay

Reports must include the reporting party's
contact information, the offending driver's
license plate, a detailed narrative and
picture(s)

https://www.smcsheriff.com/index.php/online-crime-reporting


Sample Online Report



Report
Process

STEP 1
The submitted report is auto-
generated to the Records Bureau

STEP 2
A Records Supervisor will route the
report to the respective Bureau

STEP 3
A Sergeant will assign a Deputy to
investigate the matter



Warning Letter

The Deputy will conduct a thorough
investigation, and if warranted the owner of
the vehicle will be sent a warning letter.

If a warning letter is issued as part of an
investigation, the Deputy assigned to the
matter will send an email notification to
the reporting party.



RIMS
Process

STEP 4
Fill out the warning letter with all the
pertinent information

STEP 6
Open RIMS and click on the Vehicles
tab to find the "Vehicle Look Up"
section

STEP 5
Digitally sign the warning letter



STEP 7

STEP 8

Add your vehicle i f  i t  is not already in
RIMS (under the “Vehicle” menu section,
add the information and then select
“Add as New Vehicle”)

Click on the “Attachment” section on the left
panel of the vehicle page



STEP 9

STEP 10

Click on “Add Attachment”

Cl ick on Get Attachment from a Disk Fi le
***NOT Link Attachment from a Disk Fi le***



STEP 11

STEP 12

 
Double-cl ick on the respective
attachment from where you have the
letter saved

 

Choose the “3 Foot Rule” Letter as an 
the attachment type and hit “Save”

 



Mailing
Process STEP 13

Print the letter

STEP 14
Address the envelope to the registered
owner of the vehicle

STEP 15
Place the sealed envelope in your
Bureau’s unstamped mail box to be
processed



Final Step

Contact your Sergeant if you need further
clarification on the '3 Foot Rule'

For any RIMS related questions contact a
Records Bureau Supervisor 

The Deputy will send an email to the
assigned Sergeant detailing the
outcome/results of the investigation


