
San Carlos Airport Land Use Compatibility Plan - 

Childcare within Safety Zone 6
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Background
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San Carlos ALUCP identifies childcare as 
conditionally permitted within Safety Zone 6

The Safety policies provide no guidance about 
factors to consider or types of conditions to 
impose on such facilities.

ALUC Committee established a Working Group 
to review options and develop 
recommendations to define appropriate criteria.  



Working Group

Goals
Develop criteria to set reasonable limits on the 
development of childcare facilities within Safety 
Zone 6, while acknowledging the need for such 
facilities in the vicinity of San Carlos Airport

Administer appropriate protections in the most 
efficient manner possible

Approach 
Develop an understanding of:

Existing Conditions within Safety 
Zone 6
Nature of risks associated with 
Safety Zone 6
Guidance provided by the 
Caltrans Handbook



Safety Zone 6 Guidance – Risk 
• Nature of the Risk

– Normal Maneuvers:   Aircraft within a regular 
traffic pattern and pattern entry routes

– Altitude:  Ranging from 1,000 to 1,500 feet 
above runway

– Common Accident Types:
• Arrival: Pattern accidents in proximity of airport
• Departure: Emergency landings

– Risk Level:  Low



Caltrans Handbook

• Handbook/ALUCP guidance
– Emphasis on uses with vulnerable occupants
– Childcare identified as “Limit” within Zone 6

• acceptable with limitations on density or intensity as 
specified in Handbook

– Suburban
• low-rise (1-2 story) development; surface parking
• Recommended intensity – 200-300 people per gross acre

– Urban
• mid-rise (up to 5-stories) development; surface vehicle parking 

with 
    some parking structures
• No recommended intensity limit



Safety Zone 6 - 
Existing Conditions

Flight tracks more prevalent over east 
side



Existing Conditions – Urban 
vs Suburban 

• US 101 separates suburban and urban 
conditions

– Lower intensity or suburban conditions east 
of 101

– Higher intensity or more urban conditions 
west of 101



Data Collection

• Reviewed City development plans
– Expectation of relatively intense (urban) 

development on both sides of US 101
• Childcare facility locations and sizes in study area

– At least a dozen childcare facilities exist within 
Safety Zone 6

– Varied sizes and intensities

• State licensing requirements – NOT within ALUC 
purview
– Very thorough detailed requirements: facility size; 

staffing ratios; plan of operation, including 
emergency response plan; fire dept. clearance, 
etc.



Data Collection – cont.
• San Mateo County Child Care Needs Assessment – 2022

• Existing shortage of 17,000 childcare slots
• Deficiency of 22,000 slots projected by 2032

• Meeting with Caltrans staff
• No additional guidance - referred only to the Handbook and the 

current ALUCP
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Working Group/ALUC Recommendations

Within Safety Zone 6
• West of US 101

– Permit childcare centers (based on “urban” character of area)

• East of US 101
– Allow standalone childcare centers subject to a maximum 

intensity of 300 people/acre (based on “suburban” character)
– Permit childcare centers ancillary to a place of business
– Include a clear definition of “ancillary”



Next Steps

• Op e n  t h e  p u b l i c  h e a r i n g  to  con s i d e r  a m e n d m e nt s  to  t h e  S a n  C a r l os  
A LUC P  re l ate d  to  c h i l d ca re  fa c i l i t i e s  w i t h i n  S afet y  Zo n e  6

• Ta ke  com m e nt s  a n d  cont i n u e  t h e  p u b l i c  h e a r i n g  to  S e pte m b e r  11 ,  
2025 .
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Questions?
S u sy  Ka l k i n ,  Tra n s p .  Syste m s  C o o rd i n ato r  –  k ka l k i n @ s m c g o v. o rg
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